
The 'Year for Priests' 

The 'Year for Priests' Prayer Card

The centerpiece of the Order's program for this yearlong celebration (June 19, 2009 – June 19, 2010)
is a new holy card featuring a prayer for priests.  This prayer may be used at all council meetings and
events, as well as in the homes of members during their family prayers. The card features an icon,
written by Marek Czarnecki, showing Christ in Mass vestments with a gold pelican over his heart, the
ancient symbol of self-sacrifice. At the bottom of the icon is an altar prepared for Mass, and at the
sides are Melchizedek, whose sacrifice of bread and wine prefigured the Eucharist, and St. John
Vianney the patron of parish priests. The back of the card includes a prayer for priests.  
 

Christ the Great High Priest 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/prayer_program/priest_year_card.pdf


A PRAYER FOR OUR PRIESTS 
We thank you, God our Father, for those who have 
responded to your call to priestly ministry. Accept 

this prayer we offer on their behalf: Fill your priests with 
the sure knowledge of your love. Open their hearts to the 

power and consolation of the Holy Spirit. Lead them to new 
depths of union with your Son. Increase in them profound 

faith in the Sacraments they celebrate as they nourish, 
strengthen and heal us. 

Lord Jesus Christ, grant that these, your priests, may inspire 
us to strive for holiness by the power of their example, as 

men of prayer who ponder your word and follow your will. 
O Mary, Mother of Christ and our mother, guard with your 

maternal care these chosen ones, so dear to the Heart of 
your Son. Intercede for our priests that, offering the 

Sacrifice of your Son, they may be conformed more each 
day to the image of your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
 

St. John Vianney, universal patron of priests, 
pray for us and our priests. 
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